
 

 

 
Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 

February 2nd 2023 
 
Dear Chancellor, 
 
Millions of older people in England are waiting for care. That means millions struggling to go to the 
toilet, eat, get dressed or wash because they can’t do these things unaided. And there are millions 
more providing unpaid care, many of them older and in poor health themselves, doing their best to 
keep their loved ones safe and well at home, but without the back up of an adequate system of 
formal social care services. 
 
With 2.6 million people in England over 50 unable to get care, including half a million of whom are 
stuck on waiting lists for support or just to have their needs assessed, we are writing to urge you to 
use the Spring Budget to ensure all older people can get the care and support they need. 
 
When you were Chair of the Health and Social Care Committee, you expressed deep regret at being 
unable to fix the problems faced by social care during your time as Secretary of State. Now, as 
Chancellor, the Spring Budget is your opportunity to help the millions of older people, often unheard 
and feeling ignored, who are waiting for good, reliable care and support to live with dignity.  
 
Many older people have already been waiting a long time for care, and time is not on their side. 
Please use your position to help them. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Abrahams CBE 
Charity Director Age UK 
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