
Owner/Occupier
Address
<<DATE>>
Dear Owner/Occupier
Hedge overhanging the public footway: Section 154(1) Highways Act 1980.

During a recent highway inspection, it was noted that vegetation, which I believe to be growing from land owned or occupied by you, is overhanging the public highway to the front of your property and constitutes an obstruction. This is a potential hazard to the public who use the highway and it is the responsibility of landowners to ensure that their trees, hedges or shrubs do not obstruct the public highway.

Please will you therefore arrange to cut back the vegetation to your boundary within 14 days of the date of this letter.

Section 154 of the Highways Act 1980 gives the Highway Authority power to serve notice to landowners or occupiers to ensure the removal of vegetation overhanging the highway. However, we find that landowners or occupiers usually make the necessary arrangements when the matter is brought to their attention and rarely is it necessary to refer the matter to Wiltshire Council’s Legal department.

Your co-operation regarding this matter would be appreciated. When carrying out the work, should you or anyone cutting back the vegetation on your behalf need to work on the highway, please ensure that the work is carried out in a safe manner. 
If the vegetation is not on land within your ownership, please let me know.

Yours sincerely

Clerk
Serving rural communities around Melksham


