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The Honorable Jared Polis February 6, 2019
Governor of Colorado
200 E Colfax Ave, Denver, CO 80203

Dear Governor Polis,

As leaders of the Colorado Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), we commend you for respecting the right of educators
in Denver to strike if necessary to bargain for fair, predictable and transparent wages.

We believe that the people who best know how to retain teachers, how to support teachers, and what kind of incentives
teachers need, are the teachers themselves. We trust them and believe that you do too.

We hope this impasse does not result in a strike. However, we value and uphold the rights of workers to organize,
bargain and strike if necessary. We have met with five members of the DPS Board of Education, DPS Superintendent
Cordova and the DCTA leadership to understand both sides of the current conflict. We will continue to learn about the
issues and perspectives and to encourage ongoing dialogue to help find a resolution to this conflict.

Again, we thank you for your support of Denver educators’ right to fight for fair compensation. We look forward to
collaborating with you and the legislature in finding additional revenue for adequately funding education and other
priorities in Denver and statewide.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Evette Lutman Rev. John Anderson, Pastor Rev. Reagan Humber, Pastor
Zeik Saidman Memory Lamfers Nic Leither, Vicar
B’nai Havurah Denver Jewish Trinity Presbyterian Church, Arvada Robbin Thornton Riedy
Reconstructionist Congregation House for All Sinners & Saints
Imam Abdur-Rahim Ali Rev. Del Phillips, Pastor Rev. Ed Dow, Pastor
NE Denver Islamic Center House Worship Center Faith Mission CME Church
Dr. Joyce Brooks, Education Chair Don Grant Elizabeth Gay
Colorado NAACP Parkview United Church of Christ, Aurora Taking Neighborhood Health to Heart
Laura Martinez Maya Wheeler, Chair Daniel Adams
Our Lady Mother of the Church Catholic, African American Initiative of Colorado Rana Razzaque, Ed.D
Commerce City Democrats Sources of Strength
Andrea Litzau Rev. Selena A. Wright, Pastor Jennifer Bircher
Candace J. Frie Kirk of Bonnie Brae United Church of Christ Sixth Avenue United Church of Christ
Spirit of Christ Catholic Church, Arvada
Rev. Gretchen N. Sausville, Pastor Kathey Ruybal, President Trish Ramsey
Arvada Presbyterian Church Brighton Education Association D14 Classroom Teachers Association
Amie Baca-Oehlert, President John Ford, President
Colorado Education Association Beth Low

Jefferson County Education Association

Colorado IAF is a broad based, non-partisan network of organizations, affiliated with the Industrial Areas Foundation—
the oldest and largest community organizing network in the country, organized for ordinary people to have a powerful
voice in the decisions that affect their lives and communities.



