
RULES OF ORIGIN FOR TRADING WITH THE EU:  

A SHORT EXPLAINER FOR SMEs 

 

What are Rules of Origin? 

Rules of Origin determine the economic nationality of a good under a Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA). Businesses need to know about them because the Trade and Cooperation Agreement 

(TCA) means they can trade with the EU without paying tariffs – but only if their product 

meets the relevant Rules of Origin. 

 

How do Rules of Origin impact my business? 

To export tariff-free into the EU, traders must check their goods meet the Rules of Origin 

requirements set out in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement and have the right 

documentation. If your goods do not meet the Rules of Origin, they may face a tariff upon 

export to the EU. 

 

What action do I need to take? 

Watch the new on demand video which summarise Rules of Origin processes for businesses. 

Then, if you are a UK exporter and your EU importer wants to claim zero tariffs on your 

goods, there are 3 key steps to work out whether your goods comply with rules of origin: 

1. Classify your good – every good has a commodity code and a list is available on 
gov.uk 

2. Understand whether your good meets the applicable rule of origin from the TCA 
(Chapter 2 as well as Annexes ORIG-1 to ORIG-4 will be most useful). You can also use 
the export checker tool to find out what rule of origin applies to your exports. 

3. Understand how to demonstrate origin to the customs authorities. 

 

For help in working out whether your goods comply and how to demonstrate this to 
customs authorities, read the Rules of Origin Guidance on trading with the EU. 

You may choose to use a customs agent to help you with Rules of Origin and there is 
guidance available here on how to find one. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-european-union
https://www.workcast.com/ControlUsher.aspx?pak=2807339524439725
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/finding-commodity-codes-for-imports-or-exports
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/948119/EU-UK_Trade_and_Cooperation_Agreement_24.12.2020.pdf
https://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest?_ga=2.117968906.241871336.1612191848-1894069220.1600763538
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-a-suppliers-declaration-to-support-a-proof-of-origin
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf


Useful Resources 

For any further queries or general business advice you can contact BEIS’ dedicated business 

support helplines or ask customs and tax related queries and other border related 

queries on one of our forums. There is specific guidance and training on moving goods into, 

out of, or through Northern Ireland on gov.uk. You can also use the Brexit Checker tool 

on gov.uk/transition, which will provide you with a personalised list of the most up to date 

actions that your business needs to take. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/business-support-helpline
https://www.gov.uk/business-support-helpline
https://community.hmrc.gov.uk/forums/customerforums/
https://transition-forum.service.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
https://transition-forum.service.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/trader-support-service?utm_campaign=transition_p4&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=seg&utm_content=ukb__act63&gclid=CIqzwZaZqO4CFcKAhQodvjkCkw
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Z6ko9lN8wsrLfmXdPVyj-VuXhL-kJQkN1DmdLgVA3tc%2Fs%2F1308697445%2Fbr%2F93890992068-l&data=04%7C01%7Cgillian.econopouly%40beis.gov.uk%7C479b652f35bf4f29b5da08d8c43c43c6%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637475110399374128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ZtRt7ZeVx5mH0kzweDVXeUC4Mcf54tqIwmawTsuxZ9g%3D&reserved=0%22%20/

