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ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,
I, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim

June 2020
as
PRIDE MONTH

WHEREAS, Michigan is home to an estimated 350,000 residents who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+); and,

WHEREAS, Michigan’s LGBTQ+ residents contribute to the fiber of our society and hold positions in every
sector of our economy and live in every corner of our state; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan has been at the forefront of advancing civil rights for LGBTQ+ people beginning with
the nation’s first non-discrimination ordinance passed in 1972 in East Lansing and including the nation’s first
Civil Rights Commission to independently recognize that discrimination “because of sex” includes sexual
orientation and gender identity in 2018; and,

WHEREAS, I have called on the Legislature in my very first State of the State Address to pass legislation to
expand the state’s Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include protections from discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identification in employment, education, housing, and real estate as well as use of
public accommodations and public service; and,

WHEREAS, during my first month in office, I signed Executive Directive 2019-09 to expand these same
protections for LGBTQ+ state employees; and,
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WHEREAS, despite local non-discrimination protections and recent protections extended by the Michigan
Civil Rights Commission, there exists no state or federal anti-discrimination laws to protect LGBTQ+
individuals from being fired, denied housing or refused service; and,
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WHEREAS, Michigan’s economic vitality depends upon welcoming people of diverse backgrounds, ending
discrimination and attracting and retaining all top talent from around the world; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan must continue to support the rights of every citizen to experience equality and freedom
from discrimination and recognize the continued need for education and awareness to end discrimination and
prejudice; and,

WHEREAS, June 2020 is the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising in New York City, and this event is
recognized as a catalyst for the modern LGBTQ+ Civil Rights Movement with the first stone being thrown by
Marsha P. Johnson, a trans woman of color; and,
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WHEREAS, Michigan celebrates LGBTQ+ individuals during this month, and we also recognize the important
work that must be done across intersections to create a more equitable state for all identities, genders, races,
ethnicities, and ages;
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim June 2020 as Pride
Month and encourage everyone to take a stance against discrimination and reject violence toward LGBTQ+
individuals, to promote self-affirmation, dignity, and equality, and to continue to work toward building a
community that promotes diversity, lilig;rty, and justice for all.  /
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Gretchen Whitmer
Governor

00 0
PO 1pnees®

P,

= :
AURR

== 3 = = =
e I
LE

=N |

e b
4 SR AL AR
KA 7R 0. 2000 (RAAAE KA 20
OISR AR

* .
S e
i

AR
by e\
0" ‘:“t‘:’:i:t/:{‘oa

# A‘n m»‘t‘o‘t‘b‘ “& ‘b“ \ ‘.‘4‘«‘»‘# W }Q‘i‘i“p-u ﬁz\\» w#w@ ; ‘M dﬁt#‘#w ﬁ:\é&‘itw‘ J,‘w& }:ﬁﬁ& i
#A'&.{oﬁj"#{{&.. y s N W N, 43‘014}?\.&"0’4‘& %
S SR SIS

MR
! ¥
A ML RS R R
LRI
N O O e S M S M
NS 2 SN e o2 2
/ St % > \i‘:':‘../ :,:./ c‘: s




