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Proposed new F-gas Regulation: EU risks undermining its own climate and 
energy security goals  

By taking a narrow view on F-gas refrigerants, the European Commission endangers its #Fit-for-55 
and #REPowerEU ambitions 

 

Representatives of the full value chain of the Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and Heat Pump sector in 
Europe are deeply concerned with the European Commission proposal for a revised EU F-Gas 
Regulation published today. 

The proposal contains new worrying prohibitions on equipment critical to Europe’s decarbonisation 
and an unsustainable phase-down. These, in the face of insufficient alternatives and trained installers, 
will massively “decelerate” the deployment of heat pumps and other heating and cooling solutions 
required to achieve EU’s 2030 climate and energy, as well as geopolitical goals expressed in the 
European Commission’s recent #REPowerEU Communication.  

We therefore urge the co-legislators to protect the EU’s goals by ensuring the F-gas Regulation is 
compatible with the availability of equipment, lower-GWP refrigerant alternatives and trained 
engineers to install them.  

Thomas Nowak, Secretary general of the European Heat Pump Association (EHPA) said “To meet the 
ambition level set forth by the “REPowerEU” communication, we need a Heat Pump Accelerator and 
not a hard brake on heat pump deployment. All heat pumps – including air-air types- need to be 
massively deployed and this needs to be clearly supported by all EU institutions. Today’s proposal puts 
both the announced frontloading of heat pumps in the next 5 years as well as the 2030 and 2050 
deployment target at risk. It needs a significant revision, if the Commission wants to achieve its 
renewables target and wean us of fossil energy use in heating and cooling.”  

“The current EU F-Gas Regulation quota already cuts HFC use by 88% by 2030. Our modelling shows 
that this will be just enough to install the needed 50 million new heat pumps by then.”, said Folker 
Franz, Director General of EPEE, representing the Refrigeration, Air Conditioning and Heat Pump 
Industry in Europe. “The EU would harm its own cause by further cutting the quota: greenhouse gas 
emissions from F-gases are very small when compared with the emissions that can be saved by 
replacing fossil fuel heating with heat pump equipment.”  

Marco Buoni, President of the European association of refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump 
contractors (AREA) concluded: “It is a shame that the effect of the new provisions on training of 
installers will be negated by the new set of bans. With hundreds of thousands of technicians needing 
to be upskilled to safely handle highly flammable refrigerants, the installer base will just not manage 
to make the conversion in time as there remains a shortage of both training facilities and trainers across 
the EU.”  

 

  



 

AREA is the European association of refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump contractors. 
Established in 1989, AREA voices the interests of 24 national associations from 21 countries 
representing 13,000 companies employing 110,000 people and with an annual turnover approaching 
€ 23 billion. http://area-eur.be/ 

 

EHPA is the European Heat Pump Association. In a fully decarbonised Europe, heat-pump technologies 
are the number one heating and cooling solution, being a core enabler for a renewable, sustainable 
and smart energy system. They integrate multiple energy sources, bridging the electric and thermal 
sector on a local and regional level (micro grids, DHC). Heat pumps are easy to install and widely used 
in all thermal applications (buildings, transport, white goods) and industrial processes. Refrigerants 
and other components are available in sufficient quantities. The technology is recognised for its merits 
in legislation and existing energy models. EHPA is a forward-looking association aiming at putting heat 
pumps at the centre of the energy system by communicating the benefits of heat pumps, providing 
relevant information and being a reference point and integrator to all stakeholders. 
https://www.ehpa.org/ 

 

EPEE represents the refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. Founded in the 
year 2000, EPEE’s membership is composed of over 50 companies as well as national and international 
associations from three continents (Europe, North America, Asia). With manufacturing sites and 
research and development facilities across the EU, which innovate for the global market, EPEE member 
companies realise a turnover of over 30 billion Euros, employ more than 200,000 people in Europe and 
also create indirect employment through a vast network of small and medium-sized enterprises such 
as contractors who install, service and maintain equipment. https://epeeglobal.org/ 

 

*** 

 


