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There is no point to the metaphor of paying one’s debt to society unless
the serving of the punishment actually cancels out the fact of having
committed the crime. The idea that you would pay the debt and be treated
as a debtor (felon) forever verges on the macabre (p. 1907).
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"Retribution often merges - the “expiatory” justification. This theory,

exemplified in Christian teachings by Jesus. Paying the debt for the

sins of man upon the Cross, essentially holds that punishment is the
purging of the guilt of the offender” (p. 566-567).
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